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Hagley offers a unique learning 
experience different from a regular 
New Zealand high school.

We’re a large campus of over 2,300 students, 
situated in the middle of Christchurch with a 
beautiful outlook over Hagley Park.

Hagley is such an easy school to come into. We 
have many new students coming in at all levels 
each year. No one wears a uniform, everyone’s 
on a first name basis - and that’s just for starters. 
Students choose Hagley because they’re treated 
with respect for who they are. We believe there is 
no one stereotype for success. At Hagley, being 
successful comes in many shapes and forms. 
Here it’s cool to be different.

Two things really matter to me and to our staff 
when you’re with us at Hagley: feeling good about 
being here - being happy, feeling comfortable 
here, feeling that this is your place - and  secondly, 
your learning and achievement. Those two things 
go hand in hand. We have a fantastic team to 
make sure of both.

At Hagley, you can start in the course and level 
that’s right for you. Many students switch from 
other high schools into our Senior College, or 
come back to learning after a break.  

Principal’s
Message
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There’s plenty for you to choose from. 
I want you to make the most of the 
amazing choices and huge range of 
course options. They’re unrivalled 
elsewhere. Hagley has something for 
everyone.

Don’t take my word that Hagley is a 
great place. Read what the Education 
Review O ffi ce say about us, the 
government agency that reviews all 
schools in New Zealand - in fact, read 
both our ERO reports from our two 
most recent reviews (2015 and 2011). 
You can access our report from our 
website, or both reports from ERO’s 
website. You’re coming to a school that 
is on a roll. The government thinks so 
too. The Education Review O ffi ce have 
put us on the top review grading for 
the second time running in 2011 and 
2015. That’s a rare thing in this 
country.

Hagley is a school with a 167-year-old 
history, which makes it nearly 

as old as Christchurch itself. Our 
mission statement, Lifelong Learning 
Accessible to All, is no new thing. It’s 
been with us a long time, back to when 
we were founded in 1858. We live by 
that mission statement. Hagley will 
be the place that opens up learning 
opportunities that are right for you.

Mike Fowler - Principal

Hagley is a school with a 158 year 
old history, which makes it nearly 
as old as christchurch itself. 
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The College welcomes students from many 
countries and is proud of its bi-cultural and 
multi-cultural character. 

We accept international students into 
both the ELL (English Language Learning) 
Centre and the Senior College. The College 
has a developed support system to ensure 
all students are well looked after and enjoy 
their time at Hagley.

International students perform well at 
Hagley College with many students 
gaining national qualifi cations leading to 
university/tertiary study.

International 
Students 
at Hagey
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The college has a 
developed support system 
to ensure all students are 
well looked after and enjoy 
their time at Hagley.
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What a great place to live 
and study!

With a population of 389,000  
Christchurch is the international gateway 
to the South Island and the third largest 
city in New Zealand.

Christchurch is known for its English 
heritage, with 600 parks covering 
6,000 hectares, which is why it is 
internationally regarded as the ‘Garden 
City’. Bordered by hills and the Pacific 
Ocean, it is situated on the edge of the 
Canterbury Plains that stretch to the 
Southern Alps.   
Flat-bottomed punts glide on the Avon 
River, which meanders through the city 
centre. On its banks are cycling paths, 
the green expanse of Hagley Park and 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens.

In 2010 and 2011, earthquakes 

destroyed many of the historic centre’s 
stone-built buildings. We learned how 
important it was to value and take care 
of each other, and take time to enjoy 
ourselves. 

You join us in a multi-cultural city 
with people from over 165 ethnicities. 
Christchurch is an excellent place to 
learn English, study and to make new 
friends. It hosts two universities, a 
polytechnic and numerous training 
colleges that are highly regarded and 
internationally renowned.

“In Christchurch we enjoy a clean, 
green environment, where our people 
are known to be friendly, active and 
hospitable. With beaches, rivers, 
mountains, ski fields, forests and farms 
all close by, we invite you to experience 
our unique piece of heaven on earth.

Christchurch 
(Ōtautahi)
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Hagley College is a central city secondary school that 
overlooks picturesque views of the famous Hagley Park. 

The College attracts students from all over the Christchurch and surrounding areas, and 
has a tradition of over 150 years in education making it the oldest state secondary school 
in the region. It provides a mature learning environment for over 2,000 adolescent and 
adult students that is more akin to a polytechnic or university than a traditional high school.

Our students represent all of Christchurch’s social, economic and ethnic groups. The mix 
of people, and the fact that there is no uniform requirement, creates an informal and 
friendly relationship between staff and students and a positive learning environment.

The secondary campus has a distinct structure, which is specifically designed to raise 
student achievement and create learning success.

About 
Hagley

Hagley Junior Graduating College (Years 9-10)

The College accepts approximately 250 students into the Junior College. The 
programme is built on a credit system that rewards students for achievement and 
accumulates towards a Graduating Diploma in Learning.

Year 11 Graduating College

Students commit to a full-time programme of six subjects and undertake a dual 
qualification (NCEA Level 1 and the Hagley Diploma in Learning).

Senior College (Years 12-14)

The Senior College refers to students studying at Years 12-14. At Hagley, most of our 
students study in this part of the College. The Senior College offers over 300 different 
choices of subjects and programmes. All subjects have national qualifications and 
staircase into more advanced learning. Students are able to study at different times of 
the day and may undertake full-time or part-time study.

For subjects and courses available, see our Senior College 
prospectus online:
www.hagley.school.nz/publications/senior-prospectus
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MORE THAN 
JUST YOUR 
REGULAR 
HIGH SCHOOL

UC@Hagley
Catch Up College 
Academic Communication and 
Study Skills
Certifi cate of Uni Preparation (CUP)
Numeracy for Uni 

Pre-Professional Programmes
Pre-Health
Hagley Theatre Company
Hagley Dance Company
School of Animation and Design
School of Fashion
Computer Science with Robotics
Early Childhood Education
School of Cuisine
School of Music
Sport Management

Year 11 College
Year 12 - 13 Senior College
Adult Education

Year 9-10 College

Hagley Adult Literacy Centre (HALC)
Forte - Itinerant Teachers of Music
Refugee and Migrant Programmes
English Language Learning
International Students

Evening Classes 
Adult Education

Writers’ Institute
Jewellery Design

JUNIOR COLLEGE

SENIOR COLLEGE

SPECIALIST COURSES

TERTIARY PATHWAYS AFTER 3

OTHER STUDY OPTIONS

There are many layers to Hagley that make us such a unique 
and successful school. 
At most high schools, students start at Year 9. At Hagley, you can start in the course and level that’s right 
for you. Whether you come from primary school to join us at Year 9, switch from another high school 
into our Senior College, or come back to learning aft er a break, there’s plenty for you to choose from. 

From specialist full and part-time programmes, adult education, tertiary pathways and Aft er 3 night 
classes, Hagley has something for everyone with the ultimate goal of making lifelong learning 
accessible to all.
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The secondary campus has 
a distinct structure, which is 
specifically designed to raise 
student achievement and create 
learning success.
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Hagley English 
Language Centre (ELL)

The Hagley English Language Centre provides full-time  
and part-time English language classes for both adolescent  
and adult students.

New Zealand Qualifications Programme
The major New Zealand secondary school qualification is the National Certificate of 
Educational Achievement (NCEA). This is available from Level 1 to Level 4.

Following a period of successful English language study, students are able to undertake 
a vast array of courses in the Senior College offering NCEA credits. NCEA qualifications 
gained at Hagley College are recognised throughout the world for advanced study and 
employment opportunities.

This course enables you to build on and develop your community language, knowledge and 
skills - excellent preparation for actively participating in New Zealand life as well as preparation 
for a job or academic study.

Vocational English (Level 2-3)

Are you beginning to learn English? Are you looking for an English Language Learning 
course that will help you live in your community? We have classes to fit your lifestyle. Learn 
English, meet friends and gain the confidence and skills to be a ‘Kiwi’.

School of Community English (full-time)

Develop skills in English as well as gain NCEA credits. In a supportive environment, you develop 
knowledge and skills for success at high school, your chosen career or academic study.

Studying at High School

Academic English aims to prepare students for tertiary level study. The programmes are 
suitable for students who wish to study at a university, polytechnic or improve their formal 
English in the workplace.

Academic English (part-time)

English for Living in New Zealand is designed to help you become a part of New Zealand life. 
You study reading, writing, listening and speaking and have many opportunities to use English 
in the community.

Vocational English (Level 1-2)
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“The philosophy, vision 
and mission of the 
College are strongly 
focussed on re-engaging 
young people and adults 
in successful learning” 
(ERO, 2015)
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Some of our facitlites include...

• A large library with College email facilities

• Two gymnasiums

• Drama, theatre, music rooms, dance studio

• Science laboratories

• Film, TV and sound recording studios

• Fully equipped sewing, cooking, wood and metal workshops

• Specialist Art rooms, pottery kiln and art gallery

• Māori teaching facilities

• Cafe with seating for 160 students

• Fully equipped cafeteria kitchen for the Hospitality training course

• Careers information centre

• Health Centre and onsite school nurse

• Six fully equipped computer rooms

Student 
Facilities

Our campus provides a safe, fun space where you can 
socialise, learn and grow.

Extra Curricula Activities
In addition to your programme of study, Hagley provides a wide variety of summer 
and winter sports and a number of groups or clubs you can join, including chess, 
theatre sports, book and horticulture clubs, anime, kapa haka and even juggling!
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Key
Dates

Term 
One

End of January/beginning of February until early April
(Autumn holidays for two weeks)

End of April/beginning of May until early July
(Winter holidays for two weeks)

Mid-July until end September
(Spring holidays for two weeks)

Mid-October until beginning/mid-December
(Summer holidays until the beginning of February)

For current term dates and upcoming events: 
http://www.hagley.school.nz/school-calendar/

Student Management

Orientation & Support

When international students arrive at Hagley, they are involved in an orientation 
programme and are advised by qualifi ed staff  on their course of study. English tests 
are taken by all new students and special tuition is available to ensure they are able 
to cope with study requirements. During the year, the Deputy Principals, Director 
of Enrolment, ELL teachers, Heads of Department, school medical personnel and 
counselling staff  are available to discuss any matters that may arise.

Term 
Two

Term 
Three

Term 
Four

When students are away from home to study internationally, parents need to be 
very confi dent that their sons and daughters are well cared for, are safe and are 
undertaking the courses of study they are enrolled into.
At Hagley, we have a range of student management structures that ensure every 
student’s stay is a positive and rewarding experience.



16

Key 
Staff 

Ros Jackson
Deputy Principal

International Students

Rowan Milburn
Deputy Principal 

Student Wellbeing

Sharon Cumming
Director of Enrolments 
International Students

Tara de Coninck
Learning Leader, English 

Language Learning

Kathryn Constable
Director of Placement and 

Learning Support

Michaela Heenan
NCEA and Student Systems 

Administrator

Kim Swann
HOD Careers Adviser

Michaela Heenan
NCEA and Student Systems 

Administrator
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Hagley College has agreed to observe and be bound by the Code of Practice for the 
Pastoral Care of International Students. 
Copies of the Code are available from the New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority website: 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/education-code-of-practice/

Accomodation
• Students under 18 must be living in an approved caregiver homestay residence. 
• Students 18 and over must have permission from a parent and the College to live 
independently.

The College does not allow students under the age of 18 to live on their own in an 
apartment or house. If parents allow students over the age of 18 to live in their own 
accommodation, the College strongly advises they ensure that the students understand the 
responsibilities and diffi  culties that go with living on their own.

Accident Insurance

If you’re injured during your visit to New Zealand, ACC may be able to help with the cost of 
treatment and support you need while you’re here. However, it is important to be aware that 
you cannot sue for damages arising from your personal injury - ACC cover removes that 
right. ACC only covers treatment and rehabilitation costs while you are in New Zealand; it is 
not a replacement for travel insurance and doesn’t cover illness, disrupted travel plans or 
emergency travel to get you back home. www.acc.co.nz

Travel & Medical Insurance

It is compulsory (New Zealand Immigration) and a condition of your Visa to have appropriate 
and current medical and travel insurance for the duration of your planned period of study.

NCEA Level 3 taken at Year 13 level leads to university and polytechnic study.
Qualifi cations gained at Hagley enable you to study anywhere in New Zealand or 
overseas.

Code of Practice

Further Study Options
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5 Great Reasons  
to attend Hagley

Learning for All
“The philosophy, vision and mission of the College are strongly focussed on 
re-engaging young people and adults in successful learning” (ERO, 2015)

• Important skills
• Students as individuals
• Supporting skills in the Senior College

Curriculum Choice
“A wide range of rich curriculum choices for students provides extensive, 

high interest opportunities for them to pursue their learning in areas that are 
of the greatest relevance and interest” (ERO, 2015)

• Flexible timetable
• Multi-level studies
• Packaged courses
• Building programmes to meet needs
• Individualised programmes

A College that Cares
“Student wellbeing is actively prioritised, monitored and supported across 

the College” (ERO, 2015)

• Students as individuals
• Experienced wellbeing team
• Strong learning support team
• Guidance network
• Community partnerships

Targets for Achievement
“The College uses achievement information very effectively to make positive 
changes to learning, engagement, progress and achievement” (ERO, 2015)

• Student success model
• Strategic planning
• Student achievement
• Educational innovation

Leadership that Inspires
“Leadership of the College is high quality” (ERO, 2015)

• Vision
• Leader in innovation and educational change
• Lifelong learning
• Future focussed education

1

2

3

4

5
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“A wide range of rich 
curriculum choices 
for students provides 
extensive, high interest 
opportunities for them 
to pursue their learning 
in areas that are of the 
greatest relevance and 
interest”
 (ERO, 2015)
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How to Enrol 
If you are interested in enrolling, please see our website:
http://www.hagley.school.nz/enrolment/international-enrolments/

Enrolment Process
To help you with your enquiries about studying at Hagley College, you need to:

Complete
Complete and return the International Student Application Form. Attach a current 
school report and any other examination and qualification certificates obtained. 
Include a letter of recommendation from your previous school.

1

Offer of Place
If a suitable course of study can be offered, the College will send you an offer of 
place and an invoice for all your fees.

Fees
Pay all tuition, accommodation, and other fees to the College (the bank account 
number can be found on your invoice). On receiving the fees, the College will issue 
a receipt.

Student Visa
With these documents, you can apply for a student visa from your nearest New 

Zealand Embassy, Consulate or Trade Commission in your home country.

Arrival
Advise the College of the date of your arrival. You need to be in New Zealand at 

least three days before the course starts. The College will activate your medical/

travel insurance prior to your departure.

2

3

4

5

Sharon Cumming
Director of Enrolments - International Students

Email: sharon.cumming@staff.hagley.school.nz

Phone: (64 3) 379 3090 ext 802   |   Fax: (64 3) 379 3134

Contact us for more information



Notes






